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PREFACE

' The following study of German operations against the Allied
bteachhead at Anzio, from 22 January to 31 May 1944, is based on
the available journals and records of the German Tenth and Four-
teent: Armies. It should be noted that the facts and opinions
expressed in the text refleci the German voint of view, all state-

vhts on 4llied troop strength, are German esu,mates.

Records of the German Air Force were not available, there-
ore the detalls of sir action sgainst the veschhead hes not been
ncluded;'

L]

The expressions, tanks, arﬂorei (Penzer), 1
safentry, (Jager), and. armored inf aatrv, (Panzer G enauier),
have been left in the German for purposes of clarif i
German-tactical symbols, for German units, have hea
maps;y a brief glcssarr of sym uO7S will be found at
this publiecation,

The enclosed maps of the Anzioc area =re oli editions, sud
- o uot. include newly constructad hzbitetions and rosds, Grid
coor 'inates irn tha taxt refer tc ‘lap of Italy, sheet 158 (Littoris),
GSGS 4164 seccnd edition, 1943. seczle 1l: 100,000,
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INTROIUCTION TC THE .NAIO CailPLIGH

Ttaly's capitulstion on 9 September 1943, and the resulting
surrender of the Italian .irmed Forees gave rise to many problems
for the Germs=n High Command. Chief among thesze wes the question
of how much ue“rltorv the Germsn High Command should strive to
hold, i,e,, at what point the 4llicd offensive would hsve to be
h=ltad, The surpriss landings on the Mone! of Italy and =t
Salernc, couried with rapld cdvances, lei to the £all of the large
e‘“bcsea, such as Fogria, This left the High Commend with the
twofola tesk of sscuring the Po Basin with its grest relitical,
economie, rn:i militery sirnificance, as well as the DOl“t‘C'Lly
important region «f Rome, 4 line of dafense had to be esteblished
in the mountesins of centrel Italy, How far to the south it
2ould be esteblished woull -lepend upon *the nvailability of troeps,
ilowever, due to the number, condition, =nd distritution of Garman
*roops,' b the time, ~n advantegecus realization of this task WES ~not

possible

In southern Itely, Marsh=l Kesselring, the uonnanu v in
ief South, commendcd eight dividions, mostly motorizel or
¢ rmored, hlnh were fighting onposite seveﬁte en u¢l*ei sivisions.
& pertion of these Germen units hed come from ofriea and hed nct
yet been brought back to full strengthy thu cther part consisted
of reactivsted divisions from th . eagtern froat, lh“ g forces
hal clso been weekensd during their retrest through southern
Itely. Therefore, they could not ke:expicted to csbeblish = firm
cdefense line, if the +1lics should continue thelr concantroted
cffensive to the Jorth,
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Northern Itely wes occuélcd by army Group B under the commsnd
of Marshel Ro mel., This .rmy Griup comprised thirteen divisions,
which had errived in Italy shortlv before or during the C£ﬂitq
tion, These units were, for the most vert, reorganized or ra-
cctivated divisions from the Erstorn front, Due to the i
mobility of these units, znl the lrck of e-uipnoent, they were not
suitable for combrt Auty in the south, rs long ss the froat h-d
not beconc stebilizel,

The Commenier i_ Chief South wrs directel to fight -n
initial deleying action "1th the forces sveilanls Lo him, Lrmy
G%ﬁup E was loft in northorn ITtely to socure the cozmsi, 2al to

levots itsell %c the f ificnulmn of thenorihern inennincs
in case of = rapi’ los of ceatrsl Italy, In thc beginning of
Cetober, th: Commander in Chiof South sueseelel in establi
thin line of resistznce fro~ ¥eples to Termcli, Cr 10 Cec
1943, ths German High Comma-1 orlsrel ths "o"mnﬂl :r i1 Yh
South to continue thess tretics u tc the line, Gretn to Ortons,
and to meke & stand in this nlventrgeous mountrin position
(Burnherd cor Gustsv position)., To bolst:'r his forcus, two in-
fantry divisions of irmy Croup F were transferrel te She Com-
mender in Chief South, Simultonsously, he was chrrge ! with the
tesk of seﬂhring the coast in the ‘egior of Kome., Iray Grour B
wos ordercd to pancify its zcne - st partiscn uctivthﬁo, @8-
peciaiLy the Istrisn peninsuls, ond to se

oastal 5pcu*ity For thesz tasks, nin isioas were left =t

tbv disposal cf army Group B; twe of its livisions hrving he.n
trensferrcd te the Commsnlsr in Chisf S cnd “wo to the
EBestern Front, Thers were consteat throcts of sn 4llic. invesion
in central Itsly, which -ould bring the front in southorn Ite y
to & state of collaps . Tﬂb‘uf0¢q, ~rmy Group ¥ s or rol

congolidrnte an apennine Jofensive line, s~uth of Golognr, £nd
b b4




e¢ke preparations for its ocrupation,

Until the end of November, the situstion was furthor stabiliz-
cde ' On <l November 1943, Marshsl Kesselring wcqulre tho title
Commenlir in Chief Southwest, n~nd tcok over commanl of the sntire
Ttalian thester, The Communder in Chief Southwost was responsible
for all military action in Italy, The High Commen’ of irmv Group

C, wes ecctivated to assume cherge over all the .rmy uniLs rohsin-
ing in Italy, end constitutel thu staff fo” the Commanlor in Chief
Southwest, It did not comm-ni the Navy an’ iir Forece, but con-—
trollied units of the diir Forec fighting on 1snd, ani m's chrrged
with eiministratioc: in the zone of operstions, Rommel auni the

High Comncnd of Jrmy Group B was shifted to Franee,

at the time of tho eppointnent of the Commander in Chief
Scuthwest, two ermics were formed unier army Group C the Chief
of Staff heing Brigslicr Gensral Yostphal, The didtribution of
these forces is shown in necp number 1.

Tenth irmy
Sommrnders Gcnorﬂl von Vietinghof?

Chief of Staff: Colonel Yentzell, GSC
ireat  Centrsl Italy
Units: 1lAth irmored Gorps
: 76th irmorci Cerps
Ten divisions

To the rerr, the army hoanﬂry fol | ths 1line Plonbino to
Porto Glvitanove, The sresn of Terroc ome-Orb-tzllo, was not.
pert of this zons; it was alm'nlstereﬂ by the XI Air Force Corps

which was lirectly unler the 4irmy Group,

Fourteenth \rmy#

Gensral von Meckensen

Connenlers
Chicf of Staffs Colonsl Eruser, GSC
areas  Northern Italy
Units: &7th .rmy Corps

5lst HNourtain Corp .
Fine livisions (only tow quelific . for combsat)

Operztionsl Zoness

wIristic Cozstsl Region unilcr Licutensant
Genernsl XKubler :
wlpine anprorches under Lieutencnt Goneral

Witthoft, ~he slso commendel the scetor,
;nco.a~Venice on the <23t cerct

ts gtaff h 1 bean fornes
Greup B h Ge~ qu rters.,
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from Rommel's .rom

: » trensleation of o telstyops Lﬂlc“stqﬂling
reach 3 xrmbl Forc:s High Commend (0K} rnl arghsl
frepisni, bOW"ng Germeny's rclstionship with the new Itzlian
Renublican Government:

1. It is essential thrt Italy i1l continus to nskoe ex—

1

tensive ceontributicns in the continuation of the war,

For thrt, it is necessary thate e

. the Germeh p el _vrt of It=ly sh~1l not bc
trestad as my territory, but =s = friendly
country;



b, &nd, the suthority and independunce of the Italien
(Republlcan) government shall be established and
maintained, : :

2+ In this spirit, the zone of operstions shall be confined
“to an ares of 35 mlles,‘behlnd the front ih central Italy,

end to the frontier regions in the North where the lines

of communlcatlon to Fre nce and Gerwanv must be protected,

The remalnder of the QOUntry will be administsered byrtha
Ttzlian Governmont, Zones of operﬂtlons at the coasgt

" have been designated, but only at the time of an omcmy
landing will the Gorman drmed Forces teke over the ad-
ministrstion: frpm the Itallans._'

A Plenlpotentlary Representative. for the German Armed
Forecs in Italy (General of thc Infantry Toussaint) is

' upp01nted_for the territory adninistered by the Italicn
governnent,  He is directly subordinate to the German
Arncd Forecs High Comnond, His main tasks arec:

a. to represent the interests of the German Armed
Forces with the Itcliazn government, and insure
that their demznds arc carried through by the
Italicn government or its subordinate authorities;

b, and to land suppert to the Italian government annd
its euthoritics; as frr as nceéssary, in the exe-
cution of governmental mcasures znd in their rclations
with the German troops.

3. The dcefense of’ thc line Gagtr—Ortonr hes « doeigive sig-
nificancc in the continu-tion of the common struggle,
With thc loss of Romey Itely would cezse to be & bel-
ligerent country on the side of the dxis. Consequently,
all auxilisry forecs of thce country hrve to be mobilized
to protv-et the deep flenks -nd long shorclincs, in order
to free the Germrn firecs as much rs pessible fer employ-
ment ot the front, Units of tho ‘rmf, the Navy, =nd the
Air Foreec nre to uti l1z< Iteliion voluntonr withecut ro—
strictions, -

4o The renctivrtion of Imrgs Itclion formctions is to be
cerricd out in lrmy Training Geontors cutside of Itrly,

The outstanding eonsider-tion was the apprrent smell number
of Germnn troops in Itnly, and the reletive cquerlitv in strength
between the Tenth ~nd the Fourteenth urmies., Tretically, this
wrs not to be expected, but thore were svveral ressons for such
distribution, Eceruse of events in the East, and the necessity
to prepare against an invasion in the VWest, the German High
Command was in no position to substantially strengthen the forces
in Italy, " The uncertainty regasrding new Allied lendings, the
political unrest, and the resistznce mevement in northern Italy,
forced the High Command to leave s lerge number of availsble
forces in northern Itely. Therefore, until the 4llied invasion.
of Normandy, only two divisions were ussigned to the Fourteenth
Army, Its other components were made~up from divisions in rest
or reactivated divisions, from training snd replacement units,
end numerous smaller formetions, namely, fortress battalions,
security battalions, etc. 4s soon: as ¢ division of the Four—
teenth Army reached full combat strength, it was assigned to the
Tenth Adrmy and exchrnged for o bettle-wenry division, This lesd
to a constant oxehsnge ‘of units between the two armies, and
encbled the Germans to continue the defanse st the front with

te



relativoly few livisions.  On the other hanl, this precedure put
¢ heavy lerd on the communicaticns syst.rm in Iftely, which had
bocn greatlj inerpoecitetod by illic! rir sttacks cs well as ‘slow-
ing up the dof.nse pr: p4rmtlfns along th  coasts, Under thesc
cirecumstances, the Fourtcunth .ray wrs force’l 't sct as = roser—
voir of forces f~r the front, ' It slsc hrd to carry out its

migsicn of fortifying th. corst =nd preifyi-g the country -rith

)

weaX ond untresinel units,

Until the lending ¢t inzis, r£n? von up to the tin
YMormenty invesicn, the nreparstions for the censtel ‘e
It-lv hed »rivsry impertence, By means of snell e=ni pocer
equippe’ oir reconnaissancs uanits, anl oth r irtelligence sources,
34 of the eveilsblc L1111 7 rescrves and shirping coul!
be nslc, svartheless, the Germen comnsni wes net inferme as
to the netusl pre paraticns nnd target sreas for - 1*%’ ng, Lond-
ings were possible on a tacticrl seele in sunpert of the oxist-
ing Ttelian front, or on a strategicerl serle with the‘?in to
cut—off the entire irmy Group., Thus, thv entire ITtelirn coast
wns unler constant threst, Five lefense soctors, centerel
srcun! Gener, Livorno, Rome, Rimini-Ravenna, roi Istris, wsre
formel beeruse various cesstal sectors were suitrble ns possible
laniling peints., These icfensc scetors were fortifici snd rein-
foree: with the -vaileble forees. The shoreline botween these
scetors wes guarlel by smell units anl obstreles, In Jctober,
the Fourtecnth .rmy begsn to ccnsclilate, thz Gothic Ling, »
lond defonse line zeross the .pennines between Lo Spezic onl
Pesarc, ~nl the Verslpen Line, in the .lps from the Swiil front-
ier to Istria, In the case cof o suceessful .llied lzniing, thesc
lines woull proviue prepere lefensive pesiticss in ths resr of
the central Itclian front, '

The nuaber of Gernen trocps in Italy was brrely sufficient
to hold the southern front, cs well s to strengthen the rear
creas, In the case of en enemy lon
hrve to bo iisprtohed from eljrcent
proper, in orier to prevent o co
prop:ration for this the Germrn Hi et
beceumber 1943, issuel orilers tn the Commerader i
(Frmcb -nl Lolsnig), the Co menicrr in 3
(Palkrng), en? +he Gonmcnler of the Roplaccmont -

: I

n

c
ing, reinfcreceacnts woul?
theaters, anl frea Gerirny
s c¢f the .rry Group., In
thc zn’t of

n Chicf “est

G 3y M

o
in Chicf

avgelify-
are te bo treasforret *o the cvent
of 2 len'i g, Thus, the =rovd arrivel
o the Cormanloar in Chiouf 3muthweot U:
the Coren?cr in Chi.f Scouthwest wes ‘irect:’ to
“te the struggle, The Jrmy Group heloms g
ns., Msteiled orlers, lsterminc i ~hich
pen’ ok th- onqanguru? .fonSC
scetor, in ths ensc of »n (1ldc! ,_,'-- in this regrouping,
only th: ccmbnt units an’ > ecsents vice trrcps for these
units wors te be transforre . The rest voull remcin fn osita

Do
He o 1y
g

D
—Q
[
J e
}.J-
H
a
*i
H
’_l
<
N
f—-l

an’
secure thDLT sceters,  For ‘cceptive purposcs, the veri-us ilefonss
soctors usel e o iasignstlons. (Sce lap Wo. 2,) The army Group
assigne !l ¢ tine s3

teble for alerting rn' reloploying s Vb*flﬂ units
it issus? lirsctives to slertel units, specifying tho mareh rod
convey reoutcés, anl the  loeatirn of jumps for grSOLl“b, nuniticns,
and retions, It alsc sssignc i trecops 4o rool brl e reafir,
anl provi s ! for eomnunic tions .uring ths. arreh
were fernoi by o1l roor srcea troops to combni o
attacks, '

Units wire to be rerdy to merch er lor i within eight tec tre lv
hcurs after the slert he i benn roecive 1. Yilth the alsrt the code .

nems of the lanliny place ra bo bo issued, sc thot c-ch wnit eould




procoat accors 1ng te t 18 v*escr*bel scheduls and al the Drnnor
reute, : .

wrry Group C ras fully swere of the insiequete shere forti-

ficaticns, snl of the peucity of oncupaticn ferces &t the const,
Tha ;rwy Group ecngitored 1t unlikdly that it woull by_Pva to
repulsa & mejor casny lealing, sinee reinferecnments -rul! not
immelietaly be aveileble, This wes alse realizel “v the Gorman
High Commenl, enl constent offorts were mede to strengthon. con-
langore b CﬂﬂStCL sectors; al?itionsl coastal srtillery wes sot up,
ohstecies wera ﬁonstrhctb‘; ant-sp~c1fi, ar-as verc ninel and
inan’iatet, o L ‘ RS

Thhn xtont to whlnm Thb copst was lofun ol relie’ on the nil»v
itary situstion on the.Tanth dray front, IF an allici o Fongiv
crusc ! en emorgency on the scuthern front, now unlts were lis-

patchc; from northern Ttely, - 1nuy wers “et4> by - bettle-
weery unit, anl this tenloil tc vesksn ths cor Su41 ibiunSOS. Since
this »leyel & leeisive rele in the sucesss of the .nzio lending,

a review of thoe situaticn ot the Tenth iroy. front 1n th. moaths
procelding the loniing fcllOWS. :

$e

~

No vomb*r cnld Decombar 1943, ere charactorizol by - <tr;nv7j
bitter !efensive acticn by the Tonth iray. By tcn cicus icfensc
anl by repestel loerl eruntorattacks the front was hell, an the
rctreat to the preparc! Gecto-Ortons pesition ens dc Leyed, Thus,
alusble time ros gaincd to esnsolidate this ling (Bernhsri or
Gustev position), and lster proved extrencly lvantsgenus,

“lllbl t(ctlcc rlong the frxnt rere perily rusp nsinle for the
success of the rclstively weak Tenth lrnay, Sines the attocks by
the incriesn Fifth irmy sltornated —ith the atirels ky ths Pritish
Eighth, the Gormsn Commend ~zg rble tc meve divisions from the
quict scetors eni commit then to the en’sngerc! scetors. Thus, =»
broskthrough wes aveiled., The Germmns vicllsd torrit-ry to tho !
Eritisk Tighth irmy, sc es to erncentrstoe rn the Fifth .ray frent,
an morienn broiskthrough culs mearn the loss of Beme, rnl o Gornon
WithTrf”al frem central Ttaly, In thoge toe months, seri-us omer-

: ;*o“"i ~“hencv r sn offunsive wss sterte! by one of the
cr to the ermnleticn of the opraeciing sthrek bv the
other, G rman mobils opsratic s rehisve ! en initial succoss, 80
thet ot the enl of 1943, the writle o2
of the linc, Gnota-Ortenn, The motori
of the Tenth ‘rry unisryent torrific s

S
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tinually engaged in ﬂct1Ve sectors anl 1 1it e
ond repair, During Hovember and Decembzr, stz n
personnel reinforcements ha'! to be injectel to nrevent ~ tisin-

L0
tegration of the Tenth ‘rmy. To keszp the strength of the .ray

et its former luvel, it beenne necessrry to iacrease ‘tho aumber
of livisions. The serious situsticn in Russin i3 nct per-iit
transfor of divisicns te = sceonisry thoster, 4A¥ry Group C was
foreed to releasc scme of its own troops for the front, end there-
by weeken its foress in northern Italy, . '

The only three iivisicns of the Fourtewhth oy £fit for
combat, the 44th Infantry le"sl n, the 90th Fraz r Grenaiicr
Division, aLi tho 334th Infantry J1V131on wers trensfirrel to

the Tenth wrmy, - To counter ot this lossin the nerth, the brttlo-
reaxry 65th In¢u4trv Division was teken cut of the front ot Oricns,
rnd assigned to nerth orn Itely, In ~dditi-n, tho -etivetion of tho
<78th Infrntry Divisicn, rnl the 16 SS Panzer Grensdicr Division
was orlered, The Germen Eigh Gemmend “lirecte ! the Fnurtc“nth

«ray to release the 371st Infaniry Divisicn for use 1n Luss1',

so th-t =zight livisicns were left with this aray, Sincés acne of
these Aivisicns hed full combst strength, the constnl lefenses in

b



northern Italy were decidedly weakened,

The unfavorsble results ef contiinuocus emergenci:s at the front

were plainly revealed by the situstion in the scctor wcst of Rome,
& landing in the rear of the Tenth drmy in support of the offensive
~t the freont, hel slways becn cousiderel = possibility. Therefere,
the task of securing the coast nesr Reme hrd o special significanco,
The Fourtcenth drmy coull not assumc this alditional assignment, .
further weskening of northern Itecly was not daored, incsmuch =3 the
Germrn High Compan! was uacertain cbout the intuntiens of the dllies,
such &s lrndings at Rome, Gulf of Genoa, an?l Istria, Jis » result,
trcops from the Tenth irmy were used to securc the cosstal scetor

cer Rone, This aresn was comnended by the 1st serschute Corps oper-
ating'directly un’'er the drmy Group.

Existing documents, ¢f the arny Greup rn? of the Tonth arvy,
revenled the constant confliet between thé lenrnls of the lrmy fer
recinforccments ot the front an? the necossity of maintaining = strong
occupaticn foree along tho corst in the Rone snetor,

Since no ivision, fit for cenbrt, coul'! be spare’l from the
front, only battle-rcakene? units were emplovel in the Romc seeter,
it tho beginning of Nevember, with the nggravetion of tha situ-tion
-t the front, merely one Jivision crll' be -relensel ~t n tine,
fter = short rest peri~! ncar Bome, the 'ivision woull be scnt

bsck to the front, The continurl flo of units th-t ensuerl, couse’
lefensive Drepfrqtnons ~long the corst to be negloctel, ~t the
tine ¢f the finzio lnn’'ings,

The offengive sctivitios of the .llics sl-ckeancl, ot the be-
ginning of the new year, the Tonth drmy planncl & rogrouping, in
orlsr to rest cxhruste ! livisions onl to ‘streongthen coastol icfonscs
in its arcc, It was plonnc' to retire the Prnzer Division ‘Hermrnn
Goring" (HG) nnl the <9th Prnzer Grons icr Divisicn from the Crssine
front, The <Oth Ponzer Grenahicr Division was to 'b. sssivnct te the
cocstal secter &t Rone, to reploc : 31 Panzer Grene licr Jivision,
The latter was to be tr“nsfcrrvl tﬁ the Llriatic sector on the left
flank of the Tenth arny, wherc the 90th Panzer Grens iocr Division
was tc be relicve! for enpley-ient in the corstrl ssct r, Poscara-
dnconrn, rnl the <6th Panzer Division zs & reserve behind the front,
The requirenents of this schine could net be met bocause new sttacks
by the allies ot Grssinc anl on the adriactic e sst tic l-up the
Germon forces sc thet conly the Panzer Division MHernon Georing®
an the 90th Panzer Gronslicr Divisicn ecull be remrvel fron their
rcspective scctors, Conscquently, o largs part «f the 371 Panzor
Grenacdier Divisicn remrine’ in the regicon of Reme, pen'ing relief
by the 29th Panzer Gren-dier Division,

“ut the beginning ~f Jrnusry, - new tenssness nrrse, when
vericus signs pointe? to an impenling Allied lenting, 4ir =nd
groun? roecnnsissence reverle! treops an? ships rssorbling in the
regicn of Waples, ancther inlie~ticn wns the fact th-t the of-
fensive netirns of the 4llices rgrinst the Tenth irwy chemng:! to
strong hel’ ing sttrecks. . Since intelligence ez tr the late antt
plree of an A1lic? lanling w-s lnckirg, proprreti-ns for the
lafense ~f 11 the threstened corstrl gectors, wore speelel up,
Crnsoquentlr, the drmy Greup nelifie! its plen for regreuping,
but or'ere’ the transfar ~f the 90th Prnzer Grenslicr ivisirn
frem the east cosst to the regicn ~f Rome, The trensfer of this
livisirn wns lelayel by centinue ! British Eighth irmy sttocks
west of Ortons an’ by tr-nsportation difficulties in the moun-
tzins duc to the weesther, By 15 Janusry, cnly helf the tivisien
had arrived in the vieinity of Reme, Numcrcus 1ifficulties were
encrunterel in relisving the 29th Panzer Grens iier Divisinn fron



Crssinc, The listributiern of the Germen firecs in Italy on 15
Jdanu-ry 1943 is shewn on Map Ne, 3.

at this critical stage, the preparations of the iaericon Fifth

aray for the offengive rt the Gariglinns River became nmonifest.
Since 13 January, the allies hcd been ~bservad regr-uping trocps
scuth c¢f Cessino., At first, the intentiesns ~f these noves were
nct cpparent, H”wever, during the fcllcwing lcys, up until 17
Januory, dllied air atteocks ut the Geriglinno :sector 1ncre'scd,

cnd the registraticn fire of newly empleced betteriss wos cbserved,
The Gerncn comngnd wrs now convineed that o nejor u111V; cttrck ot
the Gariglicno was imminent,

according b roernnaissance reports ot ary Group the .1lics

het enough foreces et their ispesnl to simultrne usly l-unch =
lenting rnd » new offensive, This nsssunptinn, c'upln‘_u;th the
cbserveticn of inercass? navel aetivity in the region £ Hnples,
exclule! the a’'visebility ~f rem-ving rescrves frrw the region

of Reme, in ~rder t» cppese the coming ~ffensive 2t the Gerigli-no,
Therefrre, the irmy Grrup rosslve? ¢+ lenule »11 sect.rs of the
front nrt immeiintely threstenci, cspeci-lly the dirirtic seceter,
and hrstily to trronsfer the 31 Panzer Grenadior Divigion to the
south, The bulk of the Panzer Division 'Hermann Goring" was still
avgile»le as = reserve, an? thus a weskening of the Rome scctor
coull be avoided, Originslly the Gernmnn High Commanl hed orlered
“the latter livision to be transferrel te France on 20 Janunry,

4s its repl-cenent, the 7lst Division wes cn the wey fron Istris,
This 'woul ! further strongthen the southcrn flsnk of tho Tenth
4rmy, which until the arrival of a1l thesc units consilerc! it~
self sble to brilge the erisis by conmitting 11 av-ilebl = locwl
ressrves,

On 18 Jnnuary 1944, the expocte offensiv- of the .inerican

Fifth .roy sgeinst the Grrisli-nc stort.-!, The stirckar ~aine’l
initial successes by r surprisc lsn{*ng of strong forces west of
the mcuth of this river, In hervy fighting cn Fobruary 18 and 19,
the allics erosgel the lewer Garl”ll no on ~ vile front, It
cppoenred thet the Germ-n frent in the scuth woul!l eollspsc, The
bulk cf the Panzer Division Mervran Goring ® anl 21l -lecal resorves
had already baen eomiittc ! in reticn, onl the arrivel »f the 3
Panzer Grenadier Division and 7lst Infontry Division e ull not be
expuetcd before <o Jnnusry, New norsurcs hr’ to be taken in cr'or
to prcvbnt rn ollied brnfkthr ugh, :

In spite of the thrert of an Gllicd invesicn in contral er
northern Itely, the drmy Group nor lcei“el to levlote the eonst
west of Rome excent frr smnll sccurity units, Thus, two divi-
sirns, the 29th an? 90th Prnzer Grenrlier Divisiwns, were ‘esiz-
nete? to conuet nocodntersttack ot the Goriglicne unlsr the eome
manl of the lst Prrachute Corps. The rmy Group frris~~ n guick
sucenss in this rctirn, This »rul® rel.-se ¢t the errlicst nog-
sible mrmunt the forees requirel to sceure the cr'st'n”'r'R"ﬂc.v
It wos alse estincte?l thet - suc00591ul crunterattack -t the

Geriglisne night intorrupt propurftn« sn. ‘gley - pfsslblg 1lic?
lenling, thcver, an  A1llic? bronktkr u~1 snuth f r"fssm' rS re-
ger ¢l ns ‘rngorous 8 nosucossful lenling norr Renmey o The issue

vms t~ sottle the imnelir~tc crisis .first, For th~u Iur*'” “the
Gormen Hich Commanl geve the o= bu"~Slrn’1 £ lounch' tho c unter-
attack, thoreby ermmittins ros rves - uhg Rvnu_rrcf. ‘

In exceution £ this - rlcr, z'rLicnl yacnt of trorps beépan on
th: evening «f 19 Jrnuery, For v-clﬂht hours later, cn tho .ve of
the laniings =t uﬂZlL, the Qth an’ 90th Panzer Grﬁnuklur b1v¢51ons,
un .er the cemman' «f the lst Purﬂchu > Ccrps, wore in position for
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& counterattsck ot the Goripgliano, Gt this time, there were only
snall contingents «f the «9th an’ 90th Panzer Grens 'ier Divisins
left to secure the corst west of Rome, a seetor nesrly 100 niles
lrng, stretching from Terrrcina thr ugh dnzic tc Civitaveeehis,

a« little further t< the renr lsi' the newly sctiveto! 4th Prrochute
Division, which hr ! nrt been brcught up to strength, sn' o few
tank snl antitank ccnpanies., all these units were unter the “irect
contrel of the drmy Group after the lst P-rechute Corps hn . been
place? un’er the cemmen'l ~f the Tenth irny,

The crnstal scet r west ~f Reme wrs srestly wenkonc ' onl wmns

tcliceve? un-ble t- effectively resist ~n amrhibicus - peraticn,

cerr'ing to cstinntes, ~n illie! lanlings in this sect-r woul’
tring the sruthern front to o state ~f erllapse, since there wwere
n~ reserves cvaila*le to oppoge such -n perstion, Hovever, since
the stert -f the illic’ ~ffunsive at the Grriglirn-, n further in-
tellirence sbout preperoticrns £or o lan’ing he ' been ~btaine?, =ni
thi Germen Cormnenl believel vhet the erisis he! boen averte!l,





